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The former Wepecket |slands-U. S. Navy

Bombi ng Practice Area was a 1,000 yard radi us danger zone in
Buzzard s Bay, which included the three Wepecket |slands, part

of the Elizabeth I sl ands,

conprising the town of Gosnold, Dukes



County, Massachusetts off the southern coast of Massachusetts.
The site lies approximately three and a half mles west of Wods
Hol e and seven m | es sout hwest of Fal nouth. Access to the island
was gai ned by flying from New Bedford Airport via Bayside Ar
Seapl ane charter to Cuttyhunk Island. Fromthere, a person
previously contacted agreed to ferry the teamto the site.

The Weepecket Islands are an uni nhabited nature preserve of the
J.M Forbes Naushon Island Land Trust. C anm ng and fi shing
occur in the area.

The center of the 1,000 yard radius is a rock, on the mddle

Weepecket Island, at latitude 41° 31’ 06” and |ongitude 70° 44’
06”. The only target in this danger zone, referred to as Target
A during the war, was a 250 yard radius circle around the mddle

island at latitude 41° 31' 04” and | ongitude 70° 44’ 08”.

This mddle island is roughly 200 by 400 feet and conprises
approximately 1.8 acres at lowtide. It has no soil or
vegetation and consists primarily of gravel and stones up to 16
inches in dianeter. The center third of the island is five feet
above the water surface at high tide and is whitened by gul
dung. One particularly large boulder 30 feet in dianeter and 15
feet high is the promnent feature of the island and is thought
to have been the target center. The islands drain directly into
Buzzards Bay. There are no major streans at the site. Flooding
coul d occur fromheavy localized rainfall or fromtidal flooding.
Throughout the islands there are wet spots, ponds and marshes
consisting of salt water.

The ocean has a noderating influence on tenperature extrenes.
The average nonthly tenperature in July is 73.5° F and 29.6° F in
January. annual m ninmumtenperature is 43.9° F and the nmaxi mumis
59° F. The highest recorded tenperature was 102° F in July 1977
and the lowest was -12° F in January 1957.

4. SITE H STORY: During Wrld War 11, the U S. Navy began using
Weepecket Islands - U S. Navy Bonmbing Practice Area. It served
as a practice bonbing, rocket and gunnery target area for the
First Naval District, particularly Naval Air Station (NAS)
Quonset Point and its auxiliaries.

Soneti me between Septenber 1941 and Decenber 1943, the Navy
acquired a | easehold on the property and the Federal Governnment
established a 1,000 yard radi us, danger zone. The |anguage of
the | ease docunent is not known. The danger zone centered on a
rock, on the m ddl e Wepecket |Island, at latitude 41° 31’ 06" and

| ongi tude 70° 44’ 06”. Only one target was noted within the
danger zone, referred to as Target A during the war. It was a



250 yard radius circle around the mddle island at |atitude 41°
31" 04” and | ongitude 70° 44’ 08”.

Ef fective 28 Decenber 1957, the Federal Governnent revoked
t he danger zone around the Wepecket |slands, ending authorized
usage of the range. Since then, the Wepecket |slands have
remai ned an uni nhabited nature preserve of the J.M Forbes
Naushon | sl and Land Trust.

5. PROQJECT DESCRI PTI ON

Si ze, Acres: 1.80 (acreage of m ddl e i sl and)
For mer Use: Bonbi ng target
Present Use: Undevel oped
Probabl e End Use: Undevel oped
Ordnance Presence: Confi r med:
Type: Bonmb, mniature, practice, AN MK23;

rocket, 2.25-inch, practice

6. CURRENT STATUS: The draft Archives Search Report (ASR) for
Weepecket |slands-U. S. Navy Bonbing Practice Area was conpl eted
by the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, St. Louis District, in
Sept enber 1997.

7. STRATEGY: RAC 4; EE CA

8. | SSUES AND CONCERNS: The Huntsville Center Techni cal

Advi sory Group reviewed this ASR and determ ned RAC 4, EE/CA for
the m ddl e Weepecket |sland based on ASR findings: (1) Accounts
attested that the site was used for practice bonbing, gunnery
(firing of machi ne guns) and rocket firing, (2) The ASR site

i nspection team found practice bonb and rocket debris on the

hi gher el evations of the mddle island, which was the only
designated target area at the site, (3) The site inspection team
found no signs of CE on the northern and southern islands, and
(4) They found no direct evidence which would indicate that HE
items were used. The hazard from parachute flares was del eted
fromthis project because the Archives Search Report indicated
that these itens were dropped on nearby Naushon |sl and, causing
fires. A revised RAC Form RAC 4 is attached (A value for
rockets is not included because practice rockets, not expl osive,
were used). The research teamdid not find any historical
docunent ati on specifying the types or quantities of ordnance at
this range. NOFA would apply to all areas within the danger zone
ot her than the m ddl e island.

HNC Safety Coments: Concurred with the reconmmendations of the
ASR team for a strategy of EE/CA, RAC 3 and that RAC 4 m ght be
nore appropriate for this site. He also points out that the RAC
sheet was nodified wthout authorization to include practice



rockets with a value of 6. The RAC formonly has an actual val ue
for expl osive rockets of 10.

CWM The archive search did not | ocate any docunentation
relating to CWM activities at the Wepecket Islands - U S. Navy
Bonmbi ng Practice Area, Massachusetts. There was no information
avai |l abl e on the storage, use or disposal of chem cal warfare
materials at the islands.

Nat ural Resources: Federally and State threatened species do not
occur within the site area. However, there is a heron rookery on
the southern end of the island. An on-site inspection by
appropriate State and Federal personnel may still be necessary to
verify the presence, absence or location of |isted species, or
natural communities.

Hi storical Resources: The ASR did not indicate if historical/
cultural resources were found to be present at the site. Any
intrusive neasures taken within the area will require oversight
by the State Hi storical Preservation Ofice (SHPO and/or other
i ke organi zati ons.

9. SCHEDULE SUMVARY: EE/CA

10. FUNDI NG BUDGET SUMVARY: For O ficial Use Only



